March 17, 2019
Today’s Lesson:  Help One Another
 
 From Mike:
	Have you noticed that all the news shows have been trying to include some “feel-good” stories during every news program?  It started a good while back, but I think it finally dawned on them that folks don’t like to be constantly dumped on with negative news.  Frankly, I have lost a lot of my desire to want to even watch it nowadays, but I do appreciate the stories about people doing good things for others.
	Why do we like stories about people helping and doing things for others?  It makes us feel good to see good!  Helping others is a foundational quality of someone who is a good person.  Doing good for others was a major part of Jesus’ message to the people of his day.  We often forget that He gave us the Golden Rule. He just didn’t give it that name. For Him, it was the rule of love, and love means you treat others the way you’d like to be treated.  Remember the most challenging parts of His Sermon on the Mount?  Turn the other cheek, go the second mile, and give your coat and your cloak to someone who needs it.  For Jesus, helping others was a way of life, not a special story.
	In the Body of Christ, we understand that helping is just what children of God do for one another.  It’s not a surprise, a stretch, or a special occasion, it’s just what we do!  The more you know and love others the more you want to help them any way you can.  Truth be told, I believe one of the reasons some folks avoid more and deeper relationships is because they don’t want the responsibility of having to respond and help when it’s needed.  For them, “ignorance is bliss” but unfortunately, it’s also a message from Satan.  He loves it when we run from love, relationships, and commitments—unless it’s someone who could make us more a disciple of his!  Every One Another passage is about helping others.  How do we help one another?  That’s today’s lesson.
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