June 9, 2019
Today’s Lesson:  The Centurion
 
From Mike:
	By the time you see this, we will be down to our last performance of Diamonds at the Cross.  We’ve worked hard, putting in a lot of hours, and, most of all, we’ve done a lot of praying.  I feel confident that it will be one of our best musical plays yet.  The stories are compelling, the songs are powerful and moving, and the challenging message of the play is applicable to everyone.  God can and does turn dust into diamonds.  That is the message of our opening song, but also the message of the whole play.  Did those characters who were part of the crucifixion story use that experience to develop faith?  To build a relationship with God?  To let Him turn them into diamonds in Jesus’ treasure chest?
	At the very end of the play, I ask the audience if they are willing to allow God to turn them into diamonds.  Like the song says, diamonds are made from long periods of pressure that literally presses a common substance into a diamond.  What a wonderful metaphor for the job of becoming like Jesus.  I have often said that we are all in the process of becoming what God wants us to be.  Our number one job as disciples is to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Growth is a process—a transformation, and it takes time, effort, and help.  We are not what we used to be, but then again, we are not everything we ought to be—yet!  Of course, whatever we are lacking is covered by the marvelous grace of God, but rather than see that as a reason to coast, we use it as motivation to seek Him even more.
	We don’t know anything about what happened to Barabbas, Simon of Cyrene, or the Centurion, but I’d like to believe they were changed by their encounter with Jesus and what He did on that cross.  We know a little more about some of the ladies, but not much.  I look forward to asking them in person when we get to see them in paradise some day.  Don’t you? They’ll be there. Will you?
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